CAOBISCO

Association desIndudtriesdela Chocolaterie, lrue Defacqz - B—1000 Bruxelles

Biscuiterieet Confiseriedel'UE ¢ Association Tel :_322/539'18'00
- of the Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionery Fax: _322/ 539-15-75‘
CADBISCO Industries of the EU e-mall : caobisco@caobisco.be

-

Ref : 823-349 Final2
1 June 2001

CAOBISCO Comments on the report of the
Codex Chocolate Committee (ALINORM 01/14)

General Comments

It was decided by Codex that some points in the standards on which the Codex
Committee could not compromise, would be subject to national legislations.
CAOBISCO is surprised at this new practice, the objective of Codex standards being to
achieve harmonization of food legislation; in cases of dispute, Codex standards are
taken as the reference by the WTO. Even though national authorities allow some liberty
on certain points, it is difficult to arrive at any harmonization. CAOBISCO has noticed
that this practice has been introduced in standards for several points, among which:

* the list of vegetable fats

» percentage of milk

» percentage of milk fats

Without wishing to re-open the debate but in the interest of clarity, CAOBISCO wonders
what the consequences of such a practice would be.

Regarding “additives” provisions included in the 4 vertical standards (Cocoa Bultter,
Cocoa Mass, Cocoa Powder and Chocolate), CAOBISCO has noticed that the
authorisations for additives provided in these 4 standards are different to those provided
in the Draft General Food Standard on Additives, which is much broader and allows
more additives to be used in the products covered by the vertical standards. Therefore
CAOBISCO would like to question the Codex Chocolate Committee on how the vertical
standards and the horizontal standard would be combined regarding ‘Additives’
provisions and which one will have prevalence.
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Draft Chocolate Standard and Cocoa Products (step 5):

Concerning the title of point 2.2., CAOBISCO would like to delete the words “drops and
shavings” from the title. These words are not synonymous with “vermicelli” and these
two products only represent chocolate forms which have no connection with vermicelli.

Summary table p.40

There seems to be a = sign missing before the percentages of milk fat in milk chocolate
and white chocolate, in the table on p.40 of the draft standard.

Concerning point 6.1.2., CAOBISCO feels that this paragraph can be removed
completely from the draft standard.

Concerning point 6.1.8. “Use of the term Chocolate”, CAOBISCO is in favour of
removing the brackets and supports the paragraph as formulated in the draft standard.

Concerning point 6.2. “declaration of the minimum cocoa content”, CAOBISCO is in
favour of deleting these brackets and supports the paragraph as formulated in the draft
standard.

Concerning point 6.3.”net content”, CAOBISCO is in favour of deleting the brackets and
supports the paragraph as formulated in the draft standard.




